IN-KIND CAN BE UNKIND
The term “in-kind” has special meaning in the world of relief and development. In-kind
donations are part of an agreement between a company and a charitable organization to send
specific supplies based on a confirmed need. In-kind donations:


Are

specifically

requested

by

a charitable

organization working on-site


Are available in sufficient quantity to serve
affected populations



Are easily integrated into existing relief and
development programs



Are monitored for effectiveness.
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Collections of canned food, bottled water, used clothing, toys, books, shoes and other household items
are sometimes incorrectly referred to as “in-kind donations”, but only supplies that meet all of the
above criteria are truly in-kind.
For survivors, relief workers, local merchants and host-country personnel, unsolicited collections of
household items can end up being un-kind. A case of good intentions gone awry, uninvited material
donations take up space needed to stage and distribute life-saving relief supplies, divert relief
workers’ time and may be culturally, nutritionally and environmentally inappropriate for survivors.
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In stark contrast, cash donations
can be used immediately by relief
organizations to purchase exactly
what survivors need, when they
need it. The kindest donations
satisfy survivors’ most urgent
needs – monetary donations do
this simply and efficiently.
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Learn how to convert unneeded material donations into valuable charitable contributions
with the Humanitarian Coalitions’ “25 WAYS TO REPURPOSE MATERIAL
DONATIONS”. Share the information and do good locally and internationally.



If fundraising is your thing, check out and share “CREATIVE FUNDRAISING
IDEAS”. From bake sales to flash mobs, you can have fun while doing good.



Have a question? Visit our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page. If you don’t find
your answer there, feel free to email us.
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